
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible. “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “The Logic of God” is the third in the series. You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
   9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship
 10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
 11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
   1:00 p.m.    Clear the FH and PR
                        for Rummage Sale
   5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
.  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
   5: 30 p.m.   Growth Groups
   7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday School 
classes are offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send her an 
e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:   Rummage Sale Setup 

 all week

Tuesday:
6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
6:45 p.m. Growth Groups
7:00 p.m.   Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                       on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry:  Upcoming Fall and Winter Events
  I hope you have all been enjoying some of this 
cooler weather we have been getting.  I know I have! 
It reminds me that fall is here, and with that, we have 
our fall and winter children's events to look forward 
to. This year we'll have our annual Trunk or Treat 
on Halloween,  Friday, October 31st from 5:30-7:00 
p.m.  Please mark your calendars and make plans to 
attend and help . It's always a fun time! We'll have a 
lock-in for the 1st-5th graders on November 21st. 
More information will be coming about that as it 

gets closer. And finally, our PJs and Presents event will be Saturday, December 6th, from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. this year.  This is a time for the kids to come to church and make presents for the people on 
their Christmas list. 
  We're looking forward to a fun-filled fall and winter at Aldersgate and hope you will join us! If you 
have questions, please email me at children@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at 660-5529. 
— Alayna Brooks



 Mission Field Opportunity:  Tailgate @ McMurry

Rummage Sale Update:  Volunteers and Pecans Needed
   Due to health department regulations, prebaked pecan pies cannot 
be sold at the snack bar, but we can use your shelled  pecans to make 
this year’s pies in the church kitchen. Please bring shelled pecans to 
the kitchen and place in the basket labeled “Pecans for Rummage Sale 
Baking” before September 29th.
     Rummage Sale  set-up starts Monday, September 22nd. We will take 
tables, chairs, and signs out of storage and set them up in the Fellowship 
Hall, Patio Room, library and hallways. If you can help tomorrow, 
Monday, September 22nd, please come to the church around 9:30 a.m. 
    If you have borrowed any tables, now is the time to return them. 
Please pick up any dishes you have left in the kitchen, as all unclaimed 
dishes will go in the Rummage Sale.  
     The United Methodist Women’s Bake Sale is always a huge success. 

  We have the unique opportunity to host a tailgate party prior 
to McMurry University’s first home football game on Saturday, 
September 27th. One way in which we invest in our mission field is 
through partnerships. I see this tailgate party as a partnership with the 
university as a whole. Football games have grown to mean much more 
than a win or loss. They have grown into community gathering times, 
where people share stories and spend time with new and old friends 
while supporting the many students, faculty and staff involved with 
football game days. 
    A tailgate party hosted by Aldersgate will help foster these relationships as well as communicate to the 
university that we care about their community. We have to realize that when we throw a party, we are 
creating a culture that values people, community, and joyfulness. On Saturday, September 27th, we are 
throwing a tailgate party before the game. We’ll have some amazing smoked sandwiches, chips, ice cream, 
soft drinks and yard games for all to enjoy. The tailgate will be open to the entire community: students, 
faculty, staff, friends, family and Aldersgate. 
     If you would like to join us for the tailgate party and the football game, please RSVP with Kyle by 
September 21st to pick up free tickets to the game. The tailgate will start at 4:00 p.m. and the kickoff  is 
at 6:00 p.m. Please RSVP and indicate interest in serving at the tailgate in a variety of ways by using the 
enclosed insert. If you have questions, email me at kylew@aldersgateabilene.org or at 665-9916.  
— Kyle Watson

Please sign up and bring your specialty to the Bake Sale. Sign-up sheets are in the Sunday school rooms and 
in the church office.
    The Snack Bar will be open Thursday and Friday, October 1st and 2nd,  from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
The menu will include hot dogs (with or without chili and cheese), chips,  nachos, red beans, cornbread, 
homemade pecan pie (with or without ala mode), soft drinks and coffee. To Go Orders will be available.



ALIVE In Creation: The Logic of God
John 1: 1-17

Sermon Notes
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Patterns of life Peanut Style.

“The only thing predictable about Life is its unpredictability.”  False Narrative Alert?

The Logic of Creation (Genesis 1)
 - Days 1 and 4

 - Days 2 and 5

 - Days 3 and 6

 - Day 7 ______________

The Logic of the WORD of God (John 1)

 - LOGOS
 - Grace
 - Truth
 - Love

The Word challenged the darkness before creation and now challenges the darkness that is found, 
tragically, within creation itself. --NT Wright

Other logics…
 - Survival of the Fittest
 - Accommodate
 - Objectify  

Clearly, the creation stories of Genesis and John offer us a powerful alternative…They dare us to believe 
that the universe runs by the logic of creativity, goodness, and love. The universe is God’s creative 
project, filled with beauty, opportunity, challenge, and meaning. It runs on the meaning or pattern we see 
embodied in the life of Jesus                                       Brian McLaren, We Make The Road by Walking p. 13-14



Growth Group Questions
1. What is your favorite or most relatable “Peanuts” character? Why?  If you need help, you might 
want to take this quiz online: http://www.zimbio.com/quiz/jkFyOA_zevD/Peanuts+Character .

2. Is there a movie or a show that you like to watch over and over again?  What do you like about it?

3. Name a consistent pattern you appreciate about life or the world.  Name one you would like to 
never experience again.  Why these two?

4. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that really got your attention that you would like 
to discuss with your group.

5. During the message, Pastor Steve built the case that God is predictable.  Do you agree?  Why or 
why not?  

6. Which of the “other logics” are you most tempted to lift above the logic of God?  How can the 
members of your Growth Group help keep them at bay? 

7. Read Proverbs 8.  Identify and list the various aspects of the logic/logos/wisdom of God.  Which 
one really struck you?  Were there any surprises?

8. What is your definition of grace?  In light of your definition, what do you think John 1:16 means 
for your life?   

9. What do you think you would need to do to live more fully into the logic/logos of Jesus?  What 
would it cost you?  What benefit would it have for you and others? 

10. How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week?



   My name is Kathryn Andrews, and I am so excited to be teaching music 
at the Academy this year!  Music is such an important part of a child’s brain 
development and growth. I am honored to be a part of that for each of our 
children.
   I have a music education degree from McMurry University and have 
taught band in public school for two years. I have been the music direc-
tor at Elmwood West United Methodist Church for the last eight years. My 
husband, Chris, teaches English at McMurry University. We are the proud 
parents of three children, ages six, four, and two years of age. 
     The children of the Academy and I will be doing a lot of music and 
movement this year. We’ll also explore our voices with vocalizations, ani-
mal noises and sound effects. Grace and Peace! — Kathryn Andrews

Welcome to:  Music at the Academy

Youth Ministry:  New Faces and Upcoming Events
   As we continue in our season of transition, I am very excited to announce some new faces. 
                                                                                                        Phoebe Head — Youth Assistant
Phoebe has been a part of our Aldersgate community for the past year. She is from New 
Braunfels, Texas and is a sophomore at Abilene Christian University majoring in Youth 
and Family Ministry. 

Wyatt Goettsch — Youth Worship
Wyatt is sharing his talents playing guitar for our contemporary service, but he is 
also giving his time and talents to minister to our youth. He is a native Abileneian 
and graduated from Cooper High School. Wyatt is a sophomore at Hardin Simmons 
University.

                                                                                                     Jason Ligon — Youth Activities
Jason can also be seen sharing his talents playing the bass Sunday mornings. He comes 
to our youth with lots of energy and leads them in fun, team-building activities.  Jason 
is also a sophomore at Hardin Simmons University.

Sabrina Wegner — Youth Aide 
Sabrina has been a part of our Aldersgate community for over two years and has been 
an integral member of our Youth Leadership team. She has a heart for youth and the 
struggles they face at that age. Sabrina is a graduate of McMurry University and is 
currently working on her Masters degree at Abilene Christian University.

  We are very much looking forward to all the great things God is doing in and through this ministry, and 
we covet your prayers for God to move in the hearts of our youth. — Daniel Mathis



Bowie Elementary:  “Oh, the Places You Will Go!”

Open Door Garden:  A Neighborhood Ministry

  On Sunday, September 7, 40 people from our community of 
faith gathered in the Fellowship Hall and wrote notes in 700 
books in 50 minutes. It was so much fun! Thanks to those 
volunteers, each student at Bowie Elementary School will 
receive his or her very own copy of “Oh, the Places You Will 
Go!” by Dr. Seuss. On Wednesday, September 24, the books 
will be revealed to the children during grade-level assemblies 
at Bowie. Pastor Steve and I will be joined by President Dr. 
Sandra Harper, Dean of Students Vanessa Roberts Bryan and 
Athletic Director Sam Ferguson, all of McMurry University, 
to read the book to the children.

  This day of celebration has been designed to encourage the children at Bowie and to remind them that 
they are loved by and are a part of our community. Thank you to all of you who have had a part in bringing 
this day to fruition. If you’d like to know more about Aldersgate’s relationship with Bowie and how you may 
get involved, please feel free to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. 
Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

   On Sunday night in the church hallway, I met a man who 
seemed to be looking for someone or something. I reached 
out my hand and introduced myself. 
  He shook my hand and said, “I’m the guy who kills the 
ants at the garden.” He later told me his name, but I found 
it so interesting that he had identified himself first with his 
relationship to the garden. 
   The thing that really made me smile was that I’d never 
seen this man before.
    I love meeting people at the garden. Every time I drive 
by the corner of South 19th and Amarillo and see people 
picking in the garden, I say a prayer of thanks.

    My interaction with “the guy who kills the ants,” revealed to me that the Open Door Community Garden 
has a place in more lives than I know. There are people, like my new friend, who may never come to 
community events or work days, but they’re watching out for the garden.
    They’re caring for it. It’s their garden, too. In neighborhood ministry, this is something to celebrate. So, 
thanks be to God! 
     And thank you to all who came and planted the fall crops on Saturday. Our next work day and community 
event will take place on Saturday,  October 11th at 10 a.m. I hope to see you there! Grace and Peace! 
— Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Leslie Kitchell

Presence                      (9.14.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $10,670.59
Received Month-to-Date = $32,667.36
Received Year-to-Date =$542,398.93
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $129,805.94

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Dan Gilbreath
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 199                     
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=229 

Total Worship Service Attendance=428                                                   
 Sunday school=201

The Oaks =29 

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

UMW Rummage Sale is coming soon.  Now is the time to go through your closets, 
inside and outside your homes. Save everything you don’t want or need any more and 
bring it to the church the week of September  29th.



    Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

  ALIVE in the Word    by Pastor Amy                                                                                                  
Our current sermon 
series, has been 
inspired by the Bible 
and by “We Make the 
Road by Walking,” 
authored  by Brian 
McLaren. You are 
encouraged to read 
both this year to dive    
into a deeper understanding of its 
major themes. The book chapters are 
short, and the questions are thought-
provoking! Copies of the book are 
available through the church office 
for $17.50 each. Grace and Peace!
— Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.

               Sermon Passages              
Sunday:  John 1: 1-17                   
Monday:  Genesis 1: 1-2:3             
Tuesday:  Proverbs 8: 1-36            
Wednesday: I John 1: 1-10      
Thursday: I John 3: 1-10     
Friday:  I John 4: 7-21         
Saturday: Psalm 145: 1-16

    Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:  Job 40-42
Monday:  Genesis 12-15
Tuesday:  Genesis 16-18
Wednesday: Genesis 19-21 
Thursday: Genesis 22-24
Friday:  Genesis 25-26
Saturday: Genesis 27-29
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

    One of my very best friends from college 
came to New Jersey to visit me one weekend 
during my last year in seminary. We had 
grown up in different Christian traditions, 
and something that we experienced in 
worship at my church that Sunday morning 

really bothered my friend. “I just don’t understand how you and I 
can read the same Bible and respond so differently to it,” she said.
“Well,” I said, “I think it comes down to how we each  interpret 
the Bible.” “Amy,” she said, “I don’t interpret the Bible. I just do 
what it says.”
    It was a difficult conversation that followed as I tried to explain 
that, in my experience, doing what the Bible says requires us 
to rely on our understanding of the Bible and to trust that our 
understanding is true. In other words, we can’t do what the Bible 
says until we interpret what it says. Even the act of translating the 
Bible from the original languages is an act of interpretation, with 
every single word.
   Sisters and Brothers, interpretation is not a bad thing, in and of 
itself. It’s when we use our interpretation of the Bible to judge other 
people that we need to be wary. It’s when we see our interpretation 
as absolutely right and others’ interpretations as absolutely wrong 
that we could have a problem.
   Brian McClaren says in “We Make the Road by Walking” that 
we all want to be alive and that this quest for aliveness can the best 
thing about religion. And yet, he says, “Religion too often shrinks, 
starves, cages, and freezes aliveness rather than fostering it.” 
   Yikes. I think my friend and I were on the verge of letting religion 
starve the life right out of our relationship. We each were so 
concerned with being heard and being right that we forgot how to 
listen to each other. What I know about the Bible would lead me to 
believe that loving and listening to each other is more important 
than being right, even about matters of faith and religion.
  What a journey we’ve begun as a congregation in this 52-week 
sermon series through the entire Bible. My prayer is that as we 
walk together and make this road, we will grow in our knowledge 
and love of God, God’s Word and our love for each other. 
May we truly be ALIVE. Amen.


